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K-9 Unit Recovers Psilocybin Mushrooms in Drug Possession Arrest

Osage Beach, Mo. - The Osage Beach K-9 Unit made another drug-related arrest with the help of K-9
Officer Freya. This time, her nose netted a cache of more than $800 in illegal psilocybin mushrooms.

On February 28, 2025, at 10:27 p.m., Osage Beach Police Department Corporal Stephen Riner was
patrolling eastbound on Highway 54 near the Exit 42 ramp when he observed a vehicle changing lanes
without signaling. He initiated a traffic stop and made contact with the driver, identified as Eric
Christopher Opie of Eldon, Missouri.

After explaining the reason for the stop, Cpl. Riner had Opie sit inside his patrol vehicle while checking
his driving status. During this time, Opie became noticeably anxious—talking excessively, breathing
heavily, sweating profusely, and shaking. Suspicious of this behavior, Cpl. Riner requested consent to
search Opie’s vehicle. Instead of answering, Opie asked why the officer was “messing with him” but
did not provide a clear response.

Cpl. Riner then deployed his partner, K-9 Officer Freya, for a free-air sniff around the vehicle. Ofc. Freya
alerted multiple times at the driver’s door, indicating the presence of narcotics. Upon searching the
vehicle, Cpl. Riner discovered four bags of psilocybin mushrooms, which are illegal to possess within
the state of Missouri. Three of the bags contained approximately 34 grams each, while the fourth was
mostly empty. The street value is roughly $830.

Opie was taken into custody and transported to the Camden County Jail. He has been charged with two
felony counts, including one count of Possession of a Controlled Substance and one count of Deliver
Controlled Substance Except 35 Grams or Less Of Marijuana Or Synthetic Cannabinoid. Bond was
denied.

Allindividuals are presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. Charges filed are merely
accusations, and defendants are entitled to a fair trial.



